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The
Christian
kingdoms
in Spain
 been driven into the Cantabrian mountains in the north-west,
where the little kingdom of Asturias was formed, with its
capital at Oviedo, under a king Pelayo, whose semi-mythical
career is the beginning of the great epic of the Reeonquest.
Slowly they advanced from the hills and had reached Leon
by 866. Profiting by the Moslem divisions they actually
attained the line of the Douro by the beginning of the tenth
century; King Ordono II moved his court from Oviedo to
Leon, and changed his title from king of Asturias to king of
Leon. Then again the Moslems were united under Abd-ar-
Rahman III, and the Christian advance came to an end;
but, in spite of his frequent victories and those of Almanzor
at the end of the century, the Moslems made no permanent
occupatioxi of the territory they overran. The kings of Leon
were Sble gradually to consolidate their position. Leon and
the surrounding countryside were repeopled by " Mozarabs,"
who immigrated from the south and put the land into cultiva-
tion once more. The eastern part of the kingdom, Castile,
still only a county, was repeopled by inhabitants of the
mountain regions who had never been subject to Moslem
rule* East of Castile, the kingdom of Navarre emerges into
history in the ninth century and begins to take a part in the
task of reconqucst. Farther east still was the Spanish March
of the Franks, comprising the northern half of Catalonia; it
was dominated by the counts of Barcelona, who throughout
the tenth century recognised the overlordship of the French
king but were beginning also to join in the southern advance.
The weakness of the Christians lay especially in their divided
authority. There were three main States, which became four
when in the middle of the tenth century Castile established
its independence of Leon.
The death of Almanzor in 1002, and the internal dissen-
sions of the Moslems culminating in the end of the Caliphate
in 1031 gave the Christians their opportunity. In this period
the lead was taken by Navarre under its king Sancho Garzia
III (1000-35), who not only extended his kingdom north
and east but also acquired Castile by inheritance. There
was a prospect of unity under his authority, but when he
died he divided his kingdom into three—Castile in the west,
Navarre in the centre, and Aragon to the east—so that there
were now four kingdoms besides Catalonia. The most

